VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES AUXILIARY

WESTERN CONFERENCE MEETING
Reno-Sparks Nevada July 25, 2026 

Roll Call:
Western Conference Officers 2026-2027
									P    or    A

President			Rebecca Pellechi	           WA		 X
Vice President			Sandy Pederson	           WY		 X	
Treasurer			Sonya Sallee		            OR		 X	
Secretary			Joyce Bilyeu     	            CA		 X	
Chaplain			Charlotte Maynard	            AK		 X	
Conductor			Kim Sloan		            AZ		 X	
Guard				Tootsie Dougherty                  CA		 X	
Assistant Conductor		Tracie Lewis-Ventress	CA		 X	
Assistant Guard		Mike McCandless	            KS		 X	
Patriotic Instructor		Phillip Reinpold	            CO		 X	
Soloist				Willa Watts		           AK		 X	


National Officers in Western Conference 2025 -2026
National Junior Vice President	Kim Harney		AZ		Present

Western Conference Audit Committee
Chairperson			Penny Howard			NM		Present		
Member			Karen Flynn			WA		Present
Member			Vivian 	Bernotas		ND		Present
	

National District Council Members 2025-2026
District 12			Vivian Bernotas		ND/WY	Present		
District 13			Tessa Butcher			CO/KS		Present		
District 14			Gale Bestland			MT/ID		Present		
District 15			Betty Decker			AZ/NM	Present		
District 16			Amy Vukasin			AK/HI		Present		
District 17			Renee West			UT/NV	Present		
District 20			Erin Mezak			OR/WA	Present		
Area G				Kathleen Smith		Area G		Present		
    


Past National Presidents in Western Conference
2023-2024			Carla Martinez	UT			Present	
2019-2020			Peggy Haake		HI*			*In memoriam 		
2015-2016			Francisca Guilford	AK			Present		
2011-2012			Gwen Rankin		CA			Present		
2007-2008			Virginia Carman	WA			Present	
2003-2004			Evelyn McCune	KS			Present		
1995-1996			Helen Lenehan	CO			Absent

National Program Ambassadors 2025-2026
Americanism/Patriotic	Diana Russell-Milton	CA			Present		
Instructor
Scholarship Ambassador	Philip Reinpold	CO			Present		
Western Conference		Betty Decker		NM			Present
Membership Coach

                                             National Appointments 2025-2026
National Soloist		Willa Watts		AK			Present
National Asst. Soloist		Julia Price		CA			Present
Parliamentarian		Virginia Carman	WA			Present
Audit Committee Chair	Francisca Guilford	AK			Present
Assistant Conductor		Shirlee Frias		NM			Present

			National Program Ambassadors 2026-2027
Mary Anne Kreutz		VFW National Home	CA			Present
Debbie Little			 Youth Activities        OR			Present
									

Past Presidents of Western Conference
2024-2025			Pam Griffen		UT			Present
2023-2024			Jessie Stober		OR			Absent
2022-2023			Wendy Dannenfelzer	ND			Present		
2021-2022			Janet Huft		NM			Present	
2020-2021			Shirley Sousa		NV			Absent
2019-2020			Cathy Evans		MT			Absent	
2018-2019			Jeannette Cox		KS			Absent
2016-2017			Ku’uipo Lau		HI			Present		
2015-2016			Charlotte Lattin 	CO			Absent
2014-2015			Reta Butler		CA			Present
2013-2014			Sheila Shutts		AZ			Absent
2012-2013			Le’Tesia Guinn	AK			Present
2009-2010			Deborah Spader	UT			Absent	
2006-2007			Vicky Westbrook	NM			Absent
2003-2004			Debra Hill		KS			Absent
2002-2003			Alice Stewart		ID			Absent
1997-1998			Mary Fortney		AK			Absent	
1996-1997			Evelyn Ezell		WY			Absent		
1995-1996			Phyllis Phelps		WA			Absent		
2025-2026 Department Presidents in Western Conference
Department			President			            Pres		# Members
Alaska				Tammy Bailey				1		19
Arizona			Melissa Martin			1		29	
California			Angela Prill				1		40
Colorado			Cherri Wright				1		20
Hawaii				Jaclyn Thomas			0		5	
Idaho				Roberta Binion			1		12		
Kansas				Kim Butcher				1		10
Montana			Violet Thorp				0		9	
New Mexico			Michelle Dennison                             1                      20                          Nevada			Douglas Scott West			1		15		
North Dakota			Sheila Reed				1		19	
Oregon				Terri Steller				1		15
Utah				Michelle Russo			0		11
Washington			Tracie Tomsen				1		17
Wyoming			Morgan Pangus			1		9	
Philippines			Amie Myers				1		0
Thailand								0                     	0
Guam									0                      0		

Total in attendance: 263

Opening Ceremonies: 
· Chaplain Charlotte Maynard (AK) gave the opening prayer and gave the patriotic instructor charge. Soloist Willa Watts (AK) led us all in the National Anthem.

Minutes of Previous Meeting:
· Presentation of Minutes of November 2025 meeting in Boise, Idaho. Minutes have been emailed to all members. There were no corrections or additions. Minutes were approved as read.

Official Communications. None

Introduction:
· Past National Presidents and Ambassadors were offered to be escorted into the meeting room but respectfully declined.  All were introduced.

Treasurer’s Report: The following Treasurers Report was read subject to audit.

· Balance on hand in checking as of November 1, 2025: 			$2,956.13

· Receipts: Deposited money for National Home Bench and WA dues: 	$2,300.00

Disbursements:
· Wendy Griffin - Secretary Stipend: 					$500
· Pam Griffing - Presidents Stipend: 					$500 
· QM Western Conference – money from pass the hat and contest	$2,000

Total balance on ledger as of 6/30/26:					$2,206.13
Total balance on bank statement as of 6/3026				$2,206.13

Savings Account Activity:
· Balance as of 11/01/2025						$2,889.39
· Interest from 11/01/2025-06/30/2026						.43
Total Savings as of 06/30/2026						$2,889.32

Total Checking and Savings as of 06/30/2025				$5,095.96

Treasurer’s Report will be filed subject to audit

Audit Committee Report:
· Penny Howard, Audit committee chairman presented the audit report for the period of 11/01/2025 – 06/30/2026.  The committee moved to accept the audit as read. Motion carried.

Unfinished Business
President Rebecca reported that the Western Conference roster will be emailed to each Department once all necessary information has been received from National and the roster is complete.
President Rebecca emphasized that each Department is responsible for distributing the Western Conference roster and meeting minutes to its members. She noted that there have been concerns from members in several states who indicated they had not received or seen the roster or minutes.
Departments were reminded to ensure that all Western Conference information and meeting minutes are shared with their membership in a timely manner
New Business: 
· Treasurer/Fundraising Discussion
The Treasurer provided an update on the Western Conference’s finances and fundraising efforts. She reported that the Conference had approximately $9,603 in checking and savings in 2019 and currently has approximately $5,000. Department dues generate approximately $2,500 annually, and 50/50 raffles have historically provided additional revenue. The Treasurer noted that previous donations to special projects reduced available funds and emphasized the importance of maintaining sufficient funds for Conference expenses.

A motion was made to close the Western Conference savings account and transfer the funds into the general checking account. During discussion, members expressed concern about eliminating the savings account because it serves as a reserve for unexpected expenses. It was also noted that additional Department dues had not yet been received and that there are currently no fees associated with maintaining the savings account.

Final Motion: A motion was made by _______ and seconded by ________to postpone further discussion and action regarding the Western Conference bank accounts until the November meeting. Following clarification from the National Parliamentarian regarding the proper procedure, the motion to postpone was put to a vote and carried. The matter will be discussed again in November. Motion Carried.
Fundraising Discussion
Members also discussed ways to increase Western Conference Auxiliary funds, including 50/50 raffles and having each Department bring an item to be raffled at the November Conference. Members were advised that fundraising activities at the Western Conference must be coordinated with VFW leadership and must comply with the laws and gaming regulations of the state in which the Conference is held.

Raffle Gift Motion: A motion was made and seconded for each Department to bring a raffle item to the November Western Conference, subject to approval. After discussion and voting, the motion failed. Departments will therefore not be asked to bring raffle gifts to the November Conference.

It was agreed that the Western Conference Auxiliary leadership will work with the Western Conference VFW leadership regarding fundraising opportunities for the November Conference, including determining what fundraising activities may be appropriately conducted.
VFW National Home Report
Wendy Dannenfelzer, Mary Ann Kreutz, and Shirly Frias, (three representatives from the VFW National Home for Children provided an update on programs, services, and activities at the National Home.
The representatives reported that the National Home consists of 43 homes, with 41 currently occupied. They highlighted the recent opening of the convenience store connected with the VFW Store and thanked members and Departments for their continued donations and support.
Several programs and activities available to National Home families were highlighted, including Guitars for Vets, Pies for Heroes, the RAVE program, 4-H activities, and other programs designed to support veterans and their families. The representatives emphasized their goal of increasing awareness throughout the Departments about the many services available through the National Home, including the work of its service officers.
Members were also informed that Dr. Jerred Johnson is the new Executive Director, following the retirement of Mike Wilson. National Home has an updated, more user-friendly website that provides information about programs and assistance, including the Red, White & Blue Program. Applications for assistance can now be completed online. Members were reminded that assistance is not limited to VFW members and may be available to veterans, military families, Auxiliary members, and others in need. When the National Home cannot provide the needed assistance directly, individuals may be referred to partnering organizations.
The representatives encouraged members to visit the National Home website and social media platforms, including Facebook and TikTok, to learn more about programs, activities, and opportunities to support the National Home.
National President and National Line Officers Visit
Western Conference President Rebecca welcomed VFW Auxiliary National President Lois Callahan and the National Line Officers to the meeting. National President Callahan recognized Past National Presidents, Conference officers, Department Presidents, appointed officers, and members of the Western Conference.
President Callahan expressed her sincere appreciation for the work accomplished during the 2025–2026 program year, noting the positive impact members have made in the lives of veterans, their families, and communities. She praised the Western Conference for achieving 101.78% paid membership and reported that, despite the loss of more than 16,000 deceased members nationwide, the organization finished the year at 97.96% current membership. She emphasized the importance of continued recruitment and thanked members for helping position the organization for future success.
President Callahan reflected on her travels throughout the country during her year as National President and expressed gratitude for the hospitality, friendship, and support she received. She encouraged members to continue honoring both our veterans and one another in the years ahead.
National President Callahan introduced members of the National Line, including National Secretary-Treasurer Ann Pantaleo, National Senior Vice President, Donna Mills, National Jr. Vice President, Kim Harney, National Chaplain Sandra Uzell, National Conductor Janie Feher and National Guard, Cynthia Davis. 
Junior Vice President Kim Harney thanked the Western Conference and her Department of Arizona for their continued support and expressed her excitement about the future of the organization.
Donna Mills, incoming 2026–2027 National President, was also introduced and warmly welcomed by the Western Conference. She shared her excitement about spending more time with members throughout the Western Conference during the coming year.
President Callahan concluded by recognizing and thanking the 2025–2026 Department Presidents for their leadership and accomplishments and presented a gift to Western Conference President Rebecca on behalf of the National leadership.
The National President and National Line Officers were thanked for visiting the Western Conference meeting.
National Convention Resolutions Overview
Western Conference members were provided with an overview of several resolutions that will be presented for consideration at the National Convention. Conference leadership clarified that the presentations were intended to help members understand the proposed resolutions and were not intended to establish a Western Conference position on the resolutions.
Resolution No. 1 – Membership Eligibility
Kim Sloan reviewed Resolution No. 1 regarding affiliated membership eligibility. The proposed change would allow an applicant to be considered affiliated when the veteran through whom the applicant derives eligibility is deceased, provided that veteran was a member of the affiliated VFW Post and in good standing at the time of death. Discussion included questions regarding how an Auxiliary would verify the veteran’s membership and good-standing status, particularly when the veteran has been deceased for many years or records are no longer available.

Resolutions Nos. 2–6 and 11 – Disbandment/Continuation of Auxiliaries
Sandra Peterson provided an overview of several related resolutions addressing the disbandment or cancellation of Auxiliaries and the disposition of funds and property. Particular attention was given to Resolution No. 11, which would establish a process allowing a VFW Post without an Auxiliary to adopt the Auxiliary of a disbanded or canceled Post. The proposal includes voting and approval requirements and would require the adopted Auxiliary to assume the name, number, and location of the adopting Post. Members were encouraged to carefully review the related resolutions before voting at National Convention.

Resolution No. 10 – Formation of New Auxiliaries
Sandra Peterson also reviewed Resolution No. 10 regarding charter applications for new Auxiliaries. The proposal would continue to require at least 15 eligible persons to form an Auxiliary but would allow up to three Members at Large transfers to count toward the initial 15, with at least 12 being new or rejoined members. The proposed change is intended to make it easier to establish new Auxiliaries, particularly in smaller or rural communities where recruiting 15 entirely new or rejoined members can be difficult.

Trustee Duties – Bylaws Review
Charlotte provided a review of the duties and responsibilities of Auxiliary Trustees. It was clarified during the presentation that this was not a proposed resolution, but a review of the existing Trustee Duties contained in the Bylaws. Topics included quarterly audits, required trustee participation, signatures and documentation, acceptance and submission of audits, verification of expenditures, and the importance of properly training incoming Trustees.

Resolution No. 9 – Election Procedures
Tootsie Dougherty presented on Resolution No. 9, submitted by the Department of Oklahoma, addresses election procedures when multiple candidates are running for an office. The proposed change would allow voting to cease once a candidate has received the required majority, rather than continuing the roll-call vote after the outcome has already been determined. The judge would then announce the candidate elected by majority vote.
Members were encouraged to review the resolutions in preparation for discussion and voting at the National Convention.

Western Conference Training Discussion:

President Rebecca asked members for input regarding training and presentation topics they would like offered at future Western Conference meetings. She noted that members had provided positive feedback about previous Western Conference presentations and encouraged continued educational opportunities.

Several suggested topics were identified:
· Parliamentary Procedure – A refresher on parliamentary rules and proper meeting procedures.
· Ritual and Podium Book Procedures – Training on proper Auxiliary ritual, including appropriate conduct during prayer, removal of caps, opening of the Bible, saluting, attention, parade rest, flag etiquette, and other customary procedures.
· Membership Engagement – Best practices for encouraging members to become more actively involved in Auxiliary business, programs, and community service.
· Mentoring and New Member Education – Providing basic training so new members understand Auxiliary traditions, procedures, and expectations while also serving as a refresher for existing members.
· Bylaws and Proper Auxiliary Procedures – Increased education regarding the Bylaws, Podium Edition, and established procedures to ensure members understand and consistently follow Auxiliary practices.

Colorado shared information about its new KIPS – “Knowledge Is Power” training initiative, which is designed to teach members basic Auxiliary procedures, including proper conduct during prayers, saluting, flag respect, and Bylaws. Colorado will provide an update on the program at the November meeting.

Members were encouraged to submit additional training and presentation ideas to President Rebecca. The next Western Conference meeting will be held November 7 in Phoenix, Arizona.

November Western Conference:

Jeannie Hampton from Arizona reported that western conference will be held in Phoenix (Mesa) Arizona, November 6-8, 2026, Registration fee is $170 each. Double Tree Phoenix Mesa is $160 plus taxes.  There is no hotel shuttle.  The hotel is 12 miles from the airport. Deadline to Register is October 9, 2026. 

Announcements were read by the Secretary

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:00 am with the next meeting being in November at Phoenix, AZ. 

Respectfully Submitted,


Joyce Bilyeu
Western Conference Secretary
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